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Building careers that 
build communities
EDUCATION WITH IMPACT

For more than fifty years, Dalhousie University has been  
a national leader in local government education, providing 
municipal employees and councilors the skills and 
perspectives they need to make a difference in their  
careers and communities. 

During our certificate programs you will:

• Develop managerial excellence and critical policy skills.
• Gain the confidence you need to move projects forward 

and communicate effectively.
• Learn specialized skills that can be put immediately  

to work.
• Connect with a national cohort of local government 

administrators.

DESIGNED TO FIT YOUR LIFE

Dalhousie’s Local Government programs are designed 
for municipal employees at all stages of their careers 
and councillors who want a deeper appreciation of the 
administration that supports them. Whether you’re new to 
the profession and want a strong foundation to set you up 
for success, or in mid-career and interested in specialization 
and advancement, there are certificates to support your 
needs.

• Learn via an easy-to-use online education platform that 
allows you to set your own study schedule. 

• Interact with the best instructors in Canada and 
network with colleagues across the country from the 
comfort of your home.  

SUPPORTING OUR STUDENTS

Your success is our success. Throughout your learning 
journey our student advisors will be available to assist you. 
We will help you select a course of study that suits your 
professional goals and support you as you navigate our 
online learning platform. 

OPEN NEW DOORS

Dalhousie’s Local Government certificates can start you  
on a journey to earning a university degree. 

Build toward a bachelor’s
Use Local Government courses toward a Bachelor of 
Professional Arts: Governance, Law and Management at 
Athabasca University.

Leap into a master’s program
Enroll in a graduate program without a previous 
undergraduate degree, using the National Advanced 
Certificate in Local Authority Administration.  
Options include: 

• Master of Public Administration (Management) at 
Dalhousie University 

• MBA in Community Economic Development at Cape 
Breton University

GET YOUR CREDENTIALS

Provincial: Contact your provincial professional 
administrators’ association to see if Local Government 
certificates can be used toward professional certification. 

Economic Developers Association of Canada: Use the 
Community Economic Development certificate to earn the 
Certified Economic Developer designation. 

Shelby Lang,  
Program Manager

Dalhousie University, 
College of Continuing 
Education

902.494.7459 
Shelby.Lang@Dal.Ca



Our certificates
A mark of distinction from one of Canada’s leading 
universities, our certificates in Local Government allow 
you to differentiate yourself with foundational skills and 
specialized knowledge.

GET A FOUNDATION

Gain a deep understanding of the systems and frameworks that 
support local governments.

Associate Certificate in Local Government
Acquire the knowledge and skills to effectively interact with 
all levels of municipal staff, council and the public. Topics: 
local government fundamentals, law and finance.

SPECIALIZE

Build on the Associate Certificate in Local Government to 
establish your area of expertise.

Local Government Administration
Attain the managerial perspective you need to serve 
municipal councils and manage services. Topics: 
organizational behaviour, administration and tax assessment.

Financial Administration
Gain the foundational skills you need to budget and 
administer taxpayer funds wisely. Topics: accounting, 
financial management and tax assessment.

Human Resource Administration
Learn how to make good hires and develop peak 
performance in your organization. Topics: human resource 
management, organizational behaviour and design.

Law and Ethics
Gain an understanding of the laws that guide local 
governments and public requests for information. Topics: 
administration, freedom of information and municipal law.

“I was equipped with a toolkit 
of strategies and a deeper 
appreciation for the impact 
I could have in my job and 
community.”

SAMMY ONYEAMA-ASONYE  //  
EMPLOYEE SERVICES SUPERVISOR
HALIFAX TRANSIT

Community Economic Development (Offered with Cape 
Breton University)
Acquire the skills to grow resilient communities and lead 
sustainable development. Topics: citizen engagement, 
consultation and economic development.

Citizen Engagement and Consultation
Learn how to consult with the public to build stronger policy. 
Topics: policy planning, program evaluation and citizen 
engagement.



TAKE IT TO THE NEXT LEVEL

Build on your area of expertise to prepare for a senior  
leadership role.

National Advanced Certificate in Local Authority 
Administration
Strengthen your management and decision-making abilities 
and develop the skills you need to guide strategy and build 
public policy. Topics: program evaluation, policy planning, 
sustainability, and citizen engagement.

National Advanced Certificate in Local Authority 
Administration (Alberta)
The Society of Local Government of Alberta recognizes this 
certificate as fulfillment of the educational component 
for the Certified Local Government Manager professional 
designation. See the full set of required courses for this 
designation at www.dal.ca/localgovernment.

THE EXECUTIVE CERTIFICATE IN LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

Meet the leadership challenge
This intensive program provides you with the strategic skills 
to design effective policy and build comprehensive plans 
that consider the full range of stakeholders inside and 
outside of government. 

Create a network of senior leaders
Delivered entirely online, the executive certificate gathers 
senior municipal administrators and councilors from across 
Canada. You will graduate from the program with advanced 
planning skills informed by your peers and a network you 
can turn to for advice and council throughout your career. 

Key facts – Executive Certificate:
• Offered once annually
• Limited to 25 spaces
• Takes between 10 and 12 weeks
• Requires 6 to 10 hours of study per week
• Costs $2,995
• Limited number of scholarships available

“Dalhousie’s Local Government 
programs play a key role 
in building careers and 
strengthening communities.”

LINDA DAVIES  //  
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR/REGISTRAR
SOCIETY OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT  
MANAGERS OF ALBERTA  

90%
OF STUDENTS RECOMMEND 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
COURSES TO THEIR PEERS



Course-based certificates for local government administrators

Take it to the next level Executive Certificate 
in Local Government

Specialize 

Get a 
Foundation

 Associate 
Certificate in  
Local Government

National Advanced 
Certificate in 
Local Authority 
Administration

Local Government 
Administration

Financial 
Administration

Human Resource 
Administration 

Law and Ethics 

Community Economic 
Development 

Citizen Engagement 
and Consultation 

Comprehensive 
program for senior 
leaders and councillors

Dalhousie Local Government certificates build on each 
other to prepare you for each step of your career. The 
Associate Certificate in Local Government includes three 
courses that comprise the core curriculum in our six-course 
specialized certificates. The National Advanced Certificate 
in Local Authority Administration builds on the specialized 
certificates with six additional courses. 

The Executive Certificate in Local Government is a separate 
comprehensive program for senior leaders with no individual 
courses. 

For more information visit dal.ca/localgovernment

Key facts – Certificate courses:
• Start in fall, winter and spring 
• Take between 10 and 13 weeks 
• Require 6 to 10 hours of study per week
• Cost $985 per course

Get support
Many municipalities provide financial assistance for 
professional development. Ask yours if this applies to you.

+3 Courses

+6 Courses

3 Courses

How it works
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Need more information?
Contact Program Manager Shelby Lang
902.494.7459  |  shelby.lang@dal.ca 


